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Vision of the EU Polar Cluster

A strong, well-connected ecosystem of 
European Polar projects and organisations

operating together to substantially increase 
their combined impact and legacy.

http://www.polarcluster.eu/


The beginning: the EU Arctic 
Cluster

The EU’ declaration of intent to provide significant 
support and funding for Arctic research

“Spending in 
Arctic research 

and 
observations is 

not a cost but an 
investment that 

generates 
benefits.”

Andrea Tilche, 
European Commission
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Transnational Access to Arctic 
infrastructures and operational 
networks

Aim: 
To optimise and facilitate the use 
and access to Polar research 
infrastructure



Mission: working together
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• Creating synergies between already 
planned activities to maximise impact 
and visibility of European polar research

• Pooling resources (human, financial, in 
kind) to upscale efforts

• Increase knowledge sharing and 
maintaining legacy of finished projects

• Joint activities related to 
communication, stakeholder 
engagement, data management, 
education and policy advice



Cluster structure

Action groups
• Science planning groups
• Based on a topic
• Short lived (few months), deadlines
• Clear goals and outcomes

Working groups
• Ongoing activities applicable to selected 

Cluster members
• Focused activities: e.g. communication, 

cooperation, observation

Training

Science 
planning

Policy 
briefings Workshops

Webinars



Cluster joint activities

EU Polar Cluster joint events & booths
• EU Arctic Forum 2021, 2024
• SMM 2022; Arctic Circle 2022, 2023
• ESA-EC Meeting 11/2023

Joint policy briefings
• Arctic biodiversity, 2023
• Changes in the Antarctic, 2023

Annual meetings
• EU Polar Science Week 2020
• Brussels, June 2022
• ASSW2023, 2024
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Cluster joint activities

Thematic workshops on different topics
• Covid-19 impacts on Cluster members, 

January 2021
• Impact of war in Ukraine on members, 

May 2022

Dissemination
• Flyer (Zenodo, Catalyst)
• Cluster Video (YouTube, Catalyst)
• Slide show (YouTube)



Collaborative tools

@EUPolarCluster
#EUPolarCluster
Eupolarcluster

https://www.youtube.com/@EUPolar
Cluster/featured

www.polarcluster.eu

https://twitter.com/EUPolarCluster
https://www.youtube.com/@EUPolarCluster/featured


Communication through the 
Catalyst platform

www.polarcatalyst.eu



Member Fact Sheets

• Overview of Cluster 
aims and objectives

• One page summaries 
of each member

• Active & ended 
projects

• At website & Catalyst 
platform



Higher impacts than single project´s outputs

Increased knowledge sharing

Less but better engagement with stakeholders

Greater visibility

Better use of public funds

More established connections within the 
European polar science community and 
increasing collaboration 

Added values
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Upcoming activities & events

• Arctic Circle Berlin Forum, 7-8 May 2024 
• EU Polar Cluster sessions:

• EU-PolarNet 2 & POLARIN, 7 May 2024, 11:30 CEST 
• FACE-IT & CHARTER & ECOTIP, 8 May 2024, 11:30 CEST 

• EU Arctic Forum, Brussels, 14-15 May 2024
• EU Polar Cluster booth 

• 2024 European Polar Science Week, Copenhagen, 3-
6 September 2024

• EU Polar Cluster booth; Infrastructure & Observation 
session (tbc)



This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant 
agreement No 101003766

Thank you!

Contact the Cluster 
coordination team:

contact@polarcluster.eu

EU-PolarNet 2  project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 
programme under grant agreement No 101003766
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