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2FARO Annual Meeting 2023, ASSW

FARO is a platform for aligning access and 
infrastructure

– Country member organization formed in 1998 
serving as a forum for logistics and operational 
support for scientific research in the Arctic

– Approximately 20 member nations
– Each nation has national representative entity. A 

representative from the national entity serves as 
national Point of Contact to FARO (NPOC)

– Operated by an Executive Committee (ExCom), Chair, 
and Secretariat. 

http://faro-arctic.org/


FARO 
Members

• Canada
• China
• Denmark 

(Greenland*)
• Finland
• France
• Germany
• Iceland
• Italy
• Japan
• Korea

• Netherland
• Norway
• Poland
• Portugal
• Russia*
• Spain
• Sweden
• Switzerland
• UK
• USA
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FARO Objectives/Mission
• Networking, promoting dialogue on logistics and 

operations
• Information exchange, such as best practices
• Establishing cooperation and development of new 

ideas 
• Optimizing logistics and operational support 
• Encouraging exchange and dissemination of data and 

information on the marine, terrestrial and human 
environments

• Encouraging means of initiating, coordinating and 
maintaining long-term Arctic observational programs; 

• Promoting interaction between the Arctic science 
community and those concerned with Arctic policy; 

• Providing expert advice to scientists, policy makers, 
and other organizations

http://faro-arctic.org/


FARO 5-Year Strategic Plan
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Priority 
Area 1
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Priority 
Area 2

Key Actions under consideration

• Invite polar infrastructure 
updates at Annual Meetings

• Arrange an annual 
infrastructure/science 
seminar at ASSW

• Continue involvement in 
ICARP (New 10-year MoU 
with IASC).
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Priority 
Area 3
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Key partnerships and projects
IASC – newly signed MOU for 10 years

INTERACT
POLARIN
Others

http://faro-arctic.org/


Elements of FARO’s Recent Work

o Working with a smaller operational region for Arctic fieldwork
o Developing fair and safe environments for field operations
o Environmental impacts of fieldwork

availability/opportunities for international access 
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New FARO Chair - Dirk Mengedoht

http://faro-arctic.org/
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Next FARO Annual meeting
ASSW 2025: Boulder, Colorado, USA

Follow FARO at:
Twitter: https://twitter.com/FARO_Arctic

Facebook: fb.me/FAROArctic

http://faro-arctic.org/
https://twitter.com/FARO_Arctic
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